
Dear Members of our Catholic Communities, 

   All three readings today speak of the expansive and universal nature of the 

“Kingdom of God,” in contrast with the theory that salvation was offered first to the 

Jews and only than to the rest of the world. Although God set the Hebrew people 

apart as His chosen race, He included all nations in His plan for salvation and 

blessed all families of the earth in Abraham ( Gn. 12:1-3). By declaring through the 

prophet Isaiah in the First Reading, “My house shall be called a house of prayer for 

all peoples,” God reveals the truth that in His eyes there is no distinction among 

human beings on the basis of race, caste or color. The ugly disturbances in 

Charlottesville, Virginia, last weekend, helped us to focus once more on the fact that 

we have a long, long way to go before all peoples are treated with their God-given 

rights. In the time of Jesus Christ there was a very rigorous law in place regarding 

who or who not was important in the community. It was assumed that those with 

money and who were in positions of power could make the rules, and the rest of the 

people, who were not privileged, had to obey. The arrival of Jesus Christ seemed to 

somehow overturn these values. If you recall, one of the greatest criticisms 

extended toward him was that he spent so much time with the poor and the 

outcast, the downtrodden and the sinner, whereas, if he were truly the Messiah of 

God, he would spend his time with the gifted and the holy. That was not to be the 

case, and for this, ultimately, the Lord Jesus would pay the price by being executed. 

Last weekend, in Charlottesville, at least one participant and two State Patrol 

officers paid the price for trying to get people to a greater awareness of the power 

of peaceful protest. Let it be said, that it is almost a sacred tradition in the United 

States that people must be allowed to express themselves, about issues, in public, 

even though the issues may not be widely held to be supportive of our American 

way of life. Two Sundays ago, during Sunday Mass in a Catholic Church in Nigeria, 

Africa, twelve innocent Catholics were shot to death when gunmen entered the 

church looking for a drug dealer, and when they could not find him, they began 

shooting the congregation at random. That could never be described as legitimate 

protest or exercise of rights. Let us continue to ask the Lord to help us to do what is 

right, so that the ugliness of humans hating and hurting each order may become 

less evident, and that care for all humans in need might be supported. 

God bless, 

Father Dan 


